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St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
DECEMBER 20, 2020 

Lessons and Carols  

& 
The Holy Eucharist 

Streaming on Facebook Live at 10 A.M. 

Voluntary An Advent Prelude Charles Callahan 

Alexander Changus, oboe 
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Hymn Savior of the nations, come Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 

Esther Morgan-Ellis, soloist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Bidding Prayer 

Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and our joy to prepare ourselves to hear 

once more the message of the Angels, to make our way to the manger at Bethlehem, to welcome anew the 

coming of Jesus, son of Mary and Joseph. 

Let us hear in lessons from Holy Scripture how the prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and redeem 

the waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled, 

that our Lord Jesus Christ comes to bring all people and all things into the glory of God’s eternal Kingdom. 

But first, let us pray for the world which God so loves, for peace and justice on earth, and for the unity and 

mission of the Church in this place and everywhere. 

Let us pray for the poor, the homeless, and the hungry; for those who struggle to find work; for those living with 

any kind of sickness. Let us pray for those who mourn or whose memories are burdens. Let us pray for all those 

who find this season of the year difficult, especially in this time of pandemic. 

And finally, let us remember that countless host of saints who have gone before us, whose hope was in the 

Word made flesh, and with whom, in Christ Jesus, we are one for evermore. 

May God bless us with gifts of grace, compassion, and generosity; may Christ awaken us to the joys of this life 

and the wonders of the life to come; and may the Holy Spirit bring new life and new hope to us all during this 

blessed season of Advent. Amen. 
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Hymn O come, O come, Emmanuel Veni, veni, Emmanuel  

Verses 7 – 8     

 

 

c 
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Lesson I.  Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord 

shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his 

eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 

lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 

loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 

fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 

together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 

weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for 

the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse 

shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Hymn From heaven above to earth I come Vom Himmel hoch  

Quinn Changus, soloist     

Lesson II.  Isaiah 40:1-11 
“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 

served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” A 

voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 

level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All 

people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 

breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word 

of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice 

with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 

God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 

recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 

them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Hymn Prepare ye the way of the Lord James E. Moore, Jr.  

Lisa Norton-Rotella, soloist 

Lesson III.  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“The days are surely coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 

to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,” says the Lord. 

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” says the Lord: “I will put my 

law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest,” says the Lord; “for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.” 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Hymn O God of Bethel, by whose hand Dundee  

Quinn Changus, soloist 
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Lesson IV.  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to 

the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to 

provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 

mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 

the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will 

make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their 

offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has 

blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 

causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 

all the nations.” 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Hymn The angel Gabriel from heaven came Gabriel’s Message  

Quinn Changus, soloist 

Lesson V.  Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to 

a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 

what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the 

angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 

God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 

who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 

the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Hymn Hark! The glad sound! The Savior comes Richmond  

Esther Morgan-Ellis, soloist 

The Peace  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Announcements 
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The Holy Communion 
Offertory Anthem Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song) 

Words and Music by Chris Eaton & Amy Grant, Choral Setting by Lloyd Larson 

Naomi Smith, soloist 

I have traveled many moonless nights, 

Cold and weary with a babe inside 

And I wonder what I've done. 

Holy Father, you have come 

And chosen me now to carry your son. 

I am waiting in a silent prayer; 

I am frightened by the load I bear. 

In a world as cold as stone, 

Must I walk this path alone? 

Be with me now, be with me now. 

Breath of Heaven, hold me together, 

Be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 

Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, 

Pour over me your holiness, for you are holy. 

Breath of Heaven. 

Do you wonder as you watch my face, 

If a wiser one should have had my place? 

But I offer all I am for the mercy of your plan. 

Help me be strong, help me be, help me. 

Breath of Heaven, hold me together, 

Be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 

Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, 

Pour over me your holiness, for you are holy. 

Breath of Heaven, hold me together, 

Be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 

Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, 

Pour over me your holiness, for you are holy. 

Breath of Heaven. Breath of Heaven. Breath of Heaven. 

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in 

him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 

without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal son, to share our 

human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 

the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 

all of you: this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 

death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink 

of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 

you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 

kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  

   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Faithful God, 

in the wonder of your wisdom and love 

you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, 

and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. 

Though we are not consuming these gifts of bread and wine, 

we thank you that we have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, 

the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion. 
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By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

may we embody your desire 

and be renewed for your service, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia. 

The Communion of the People   

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Communion Canticle  Magnificat (The Song of Mary) 

Esther Morgan-Ellis, Cantor 

The Almighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his Name. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed:  

the Almighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him  

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm,  

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel,  

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our forebears,  

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Almighty has done great things for me 

and holy is his Name. 

Prayer after Communion   Celebrant and People 

Jesus, Lord of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. 

We, who have so much to do, seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. 

We, who are anxious over many things, look forward to your coming among us. 

We, who are blessed in so many ways, long for the complete joy of your kingdom. 

We, whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy of your presence. 

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. 

To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!”  Amen.  
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The Blessing 

The blessing of God, 

who has promised  

to come into our lives, 

be with you today. 

The blessing of God, 

whose love ransoms us 

from all captivity. 

be with you forever. 

The blessing of God, 

whose breath brings new beginnings, 

send you forth into the world 

to create a new day for the good of all.  Amen.  

Hymn Come, thou long expected Jesus  Stuttgart 

Esther Morgan-Ellis, soloist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dismissal 

Response Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  Picardy 

 

 

 
 

 

Fourth Sunday Kings’ Candle 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15: 13 
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Lesson I.  Isaiah 11:1-10 
Hymn From heaven above to earth I come Vom Himmel hoch  

Quinn Changus, soloist 
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Lesson II.  Isaiah 40:1-11  
Hymn Prepare ye the way of the Lord James E. Moore, Jr.  

Lisa Norton-Rotella, soloist 
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Lesson III.  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Hymn O God of Bethel, by whose hand Dundee 

Quinn Changus, soloist 

  



 − 13 −  

Lesson IV.  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Hymn Hark! The glad sound! The Savior comes Richmond  

Esther Morgan-Ellis, soloist 
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Lesson V.  Luke 1:26-38 
Hymn The angel Gabriel from heaven came Gabriel’s Message 

Quinn Changus, soloist 
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 Happy Anniversary 
Misty Bentz & James Tran   December 20 

Happy Birthday 
Susie Throop   December 20     Tom Harney   December 21     Lucas Camara   December 22 

Prayers 
Parishioners:  Alan Toney; Susan Glenz-Pierce; Lynn Hood; Bob Wolfson; and Betty Whittier. 

Family: Amanda Czyzewski, daughter, Tom Hubbard, uncle of Andrea Patten-Weerakoon; and Gloria DeSilva, 

cousin of Anil Weerakoon; Winnie Mark, grandmother of Connor Mark; Jackson Westphal, nephew of  

Lori Westphal; Jessica Longino Carrillo, family of Bob Longino; Jeannette Davis, sister-in-law of Priscilla Davis; 

Pete Webb, brother of Hulan Webb; Vincent Lafitte; Capt. Richard Murphy, nephew of Christine & Jim Bird; 

Allen Ekmark, family of Heather Robertson; Mary Jane Hobbs, sister of Sara Thomas; Barbara Martello, 

 niece of Mimi Gold; Maude Harris, cousin of Gloria Nelson; Beth Zimmerman, mother of Justin Camara,  

Chaz McIntyre, nephew of Martha O’Brien; Deni Omundson & Gary Dorsey, Sydney Cortez & Family, relatives 

of Jeanne & Josh Taylor; Tammy Hauser, sister-in-law of Steve and Susan Hauser; Ben Jennings, nephew of 

Nancy Knight Latimore; Arvis Morris, mother, and Katy Greenawalt, sister of Lee Morris; Deborah Smith,  

wife of Leon Smith.  

Friends: Phil & Sharon Joseph & family, (Sandra Dobbs); Brad Johnson (Priscilla Davis); Sarah Dugas  

(Lori Westphal); Sara Jane Gower (Lindsey Reece); Kirby Husbands, (Hulan Webb); The Bradshaw Family, 

Janet Cobb (Claudia Gimson); Sherrel Howard, (Mimi Gold); The Younus Family, (Nancy & Jonathan Edman); 

Barbara & Mark Silay, Jane Boyd,Miriam & Santana Herrera, Stella & Lee Hurst, David Williams, Christina & 

Francesco Ianni, Louise Delk, Pat Buffington, Frances Cortez, (Rhea Hannah); Benjamin Banas, (Cathy Leake); 

Marilyn McCroskey,(Alan Toney); Judy, (David Abner); Elaine Furman, (Deborah Reece); Cathy & Guy Frazee, 

Marty Rubin, (Sallie Smith); Lenay Horten, Gregory Olvey, Myrtle Alexander, (Gloria Nelson); Gary & Karen 

Wright, Rose & Ava Faison, Michellene Tipton, Debbie Bogard, James Bogard, (Jeanne and Josh Taylor). 

For those who have died, remembering especially our parishioner, Joni House and Christopher (Cody) Smith, 

father of Cas and Gabe Smith, and Reid Arnold, cousin of Tricia Templeton.  

We give thanks for our parish community, especially Greg & Jane, Whit & Greer Blount; Charis & Soli Bowling; 

Nina Braziel; and Justin & Mike, Lucas & Amelia Camara.   

I invite your prayers for health care workers on the front lines of battling the Coronavirus, especially  

Deb Dee, John Lloyd, Lauren Gensler, Debbie Leake, Rhonda Leake, and Audra Smith. 

We invite you to use this prayer list for your personal prayers. St. Dunstan’s Julian of Norwich chapter of The 

Daughters of the King prays daily for all on the prayer list. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 

those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the 

afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 


