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St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church 

The Great Vigil of Easter  

April 3, 2021  
 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, 

the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is 

the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his 

victory over death. 

 

 

 

 

The Exsultet  sung by the Cantor 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation 

for the victory of our mighty King. 

Rejoice and sing now; all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, 

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 

resound with the praises of your people. 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty 

for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 

through Jesus Christ God’s Son our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with God, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  
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The Cantor continues with 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice to praise 

you, the invisible, almighty and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is 

the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his 

blood delivered your faithful people.  

This is the night, when you brought our forebears, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and 

led them through the Red Sea on dry land. This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered 

from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. This is the night, when Christ broke 

the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to 

redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to 

the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and we are reconciled to God. 

Holy God, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually 

to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he 

who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word  

The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings with these words 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how God saved God’s people in ages past; and 

let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.  

The First Lesson The Story of Creation  Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 

waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the second day.  

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 

land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together 

he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.  

Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 

on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 

yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it 

was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.  
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And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let 

them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky 

to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the 

day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give 

light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 

moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw 

that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and 

let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and 

wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every 

kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 

saw that it was good.  

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild 

animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created 

humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God 

blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 

upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 

the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the 

earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had 

made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God 

finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 

done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that 

he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 

created. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God  
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Hymn   398 I sing the almighty power of God Forest Green 

Andrea Patten-Weerakoon, soloist 

 
 

 

Celebrant 

Let us pray.  (Silence) 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 

Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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The Second Lesson Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. 

In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no 

graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, 

bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the 

Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”  

But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord 

will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord 

will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”  

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you 

lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the 

sea on dry ground.  

Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain 

glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians 

shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 

chariot drivers.”  

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 

pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army 

of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one 

did not come near the other all night.  

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind 

all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea 

on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.  

The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and 

chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 

Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they 

turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them 

against Egypt.”  

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back 

upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the 

sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed 

the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the 

entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.  

But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their 

right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So 

the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.  

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went 

out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he has 

triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn   648 When Israel was in Egypt’s Land Go Down, Moses 

Naomi Smith, soloist 

 

Celebrant 

Let us pray.   (Silence) 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power 

of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation 

of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among 

the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Celebrant continues with 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and 

raised with him to newness of life.  I now proclaim, therefore, that our Lenten observance is ended. 

Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
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Hymn   180 He is risen, he is risen Unser Herrscher 

Jonathan Throop, soloist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect   said by all 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your 

Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and 

mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   
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The Epistle  Romans 6:3-11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we 

have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  

We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 

over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  

Hymn 296 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more Engelberg 

John Morgan, soloist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel Mark 16:1-8 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 

spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun 
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had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone 

for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 

large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 

white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; 

you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there 

is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 

amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Homily The Rev. Patricia Templeton 

Celebrant Let us now renew our baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 

the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by 

water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 

life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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The Peace  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem "With a Voice of Singing" Martin Shaw, arr. Alice Carpenter  

St. Dunstan's Choir with guest soloists Brendan Daly, and Esther Morgan-Ellis 

With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia! 

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. The Lord hath delivered His people, Alleluia! 

O be joyful in God, all ye lands. 

O sing praises to the honor of His name, make His praise to be glorious. 

With a voice of singing, declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia! 

The Great Thanksgiving   (Eucharistic Prayer A) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away 

the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for 

us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 

and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, 

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you; This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him, Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  

     your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

And we pray with those who are not receiving communion today: 

Faithful God, 

in the wonder of your wisdom and love 

you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, 

and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. 

Though I cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, 

I thank you that I have received the sacrament 

of Christ’s presence, 

the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

may I embody your desire 

and be renewed for your service, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread:  

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 

People Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia! 

The gifts of God for the people of God, 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  

and feed upon him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Communion of the People    
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Prayer after Communion   Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 

Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 

are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send 

us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 

Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen 

The Blessing 

May the living God 

remove the suffocating shroud 

that lies upon our world. 

May the risen Savior 

remove the sting of death, 

bringing all to life in him. 

May the flowing Spirit 

set us and all creation free 

and seal our hearts with faith. 

And may the blessing of God 

be with you and those you love 

this day and always. 

The Dismissal 

 Let us rejoice in the glory of the resurrection! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Response Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Hymn   208 The strife is o'er, the battle done Truro 

 Jonathan Throop, soloist  

On following page 

Postlude "Hallelujah" Chorus from Messiah 

G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 
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Hymn   208 The strife is o'er, the battle done Victory 

Jonathan Throop, soloist 
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Happy Birthday 

Quinn Changus   April 3     Tom Smither   April 5     Ellen Taratus   April 6 

Prayers 

Parishioners:  Tommy & Mary Jane Hannah, Rhea Hannah, Patrick Gaul, Pam Weed, Bob Wolfson, 

Susan Glenz-Pierce, and Sandi Maloney. 

Family:  Matt Stanhope, nephew of Martha O’Brien; Reid Turner, brother of Sarah Hancock;  

Sandy & John Maloney, parents; and Allen Ekmark, uncle of Heather Robertson; Priscilla Williams, 

sister of Bessie Holland; Hilary Foster, niece of Claudia Gimson; Winnie Mark, grandmother of Connor 

Mark; Jackson Westphal, nephew of Lori Westphal; Jessica Longino Carrillo, family of Bob Longino; 

Jeannette Davis, sister-in-law of Priscilla Davis; Pete Webb, brother of Hulan Webb; Vincent Lafitte; 

Capt. Richard Murphy, nephew of Christine & Jim Bird; Mary Jane Hobbs, sister of Sara Thomas; 

Barbara Martello, niece of Mimi Gold; Maude Harris, cousin of Gloria Nelson; Beth Zimmerman, 

mother of Justin Camara; Deni Omundson & Gary Dorsey, Sydney Cortez & Family, relatives of Jeanne 

& Josh Taylor; Tammy Hauser, sister-in-law of Steve and Susan Hauser; Ben Jennings, nephew of Nancy 

Knight Latimore; Arvis Morris, mother, and Katy Greenawalt, sister of Lee Morris; Deborah Smith, wife 

of Leon Smith.  

Friends: Emily Volin, (Heather Robertson); Bob Adams, (Tommy and Mary Jane Hannah); Ellie Richards, 

Sherrel Howard, (Mimi Gold); Virginia Titshaw, (Bob Longino); Phil & Sharon Joseph & family, (Sandra 

Dobbs); Brad Johnson (Priscilla Davis); Sarah Dugas, (Lori Westphal); Sara Jane Gower (Lindsey Reece); 

Kirby Husbands, (Hulan Webb); Ginger Ader, The Bradshaw Family, Janet Cobb (Claudia Gimson); The 

Younus Family, (Nancy & Jonathan Edman); Christina & Francesco Ianni, Louise Delk, Pat Buffington, 

Frances Cortez, (Rhea Hannah); Benjamin Banas, (Cathy Leake); Marilyn McCroskey, (Alan Toney); 

Judy, (David Abner); Elaine Furman, (Deborah Reece); Cathy & Guy Frazee, Marty Rubin, (Sallie Smith); 

Lenay Horten, Gregory Olvey, Myrtle Alexander, (Gloria Nelson); Michellene Tipton, Jean & Thornton 

de Rosa, Debbie Bogard, James Bogard, (Jeanne and Josh Taylor). 

We give thanks for our parish community, especially Edward & Heather, James and Sean Robertson; 

Peggy Rogers; Steven Schneider & Tom Gibbs; and Vivian Siggers.   

We pray for those who have died, remembering especially Winnie Mark, grandmother of Connor Mark. 

 

I invite your prayers for health care workers on the front lines of battling the Coronavirus, especially  

Deb Dee, John Lloyd, Lauren Gensler, Debbie Leake, Rhonda Leake, and Audra Smith. 

We invite you to use this prayer list for your personal prayers. St. Dunstan’s Julian of Norwich chapter of 

The Daughters of the King prays daily for all on the prayer list. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge 

over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 

suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

From The Book of Common Prayer, page 134. 

 


